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Our community heritage is
preserved and explored in tens of

thousands of artifacts, documents,
oral histories and images.

Award-winning
original exhibits
and programs

OUR MISSION:

History inspires imagination, stimulates
thought and transforms society. The Los Altos
History Museum preserves and shares our
local history to enrich our community and

to shape a more informed future.

Recent
photographs of
kesSmith House
were exhibited
=, in Gilbert’s
i former
darkroom.

Changing Exhibits
A Place to Call Home, thru Oct. 6

Los Altos: Moving Art Forward,
November 2 - March 23

Pedal Power, opened April 10

SMITH HOUSE GALLERY:
Photos by Marj & Tom Green

Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2013-14

Our Highest Attendance Ever!

We are delighted to announce a new record for attendance—over 22,000 people came
to the Museum and Smith House this past year. What brought them? In addition to four
high-quality changing and multiple permanent exhibits, our special events included the
Fandango, Train Days, historic bike tour, Ohlone Day, Catch the Spirit, Holiday Fun Fest, a
members tour of the Cantor and, of course, the Crab Feed. Community members came
for special tours, curriculum tours and participated in the essay contest. Weddings, me-
morials and reunions brought many people here to remember and celebrate new begin-

nings — one wedding even had a horse!

Exhibit, School & Tour Guests: 10,051
Museum Programs & Special Events: 4,647
Rental Events: 7,471
Total: 22,169

2013-14

Community collaborations are key...

Using our archives, we helped the Los Altos
Historical Commission find the most accurate
dates possible for the commemorative plaques
they placed on the 20 most historic buildings
and homes in Los Altos, including the J. Gilbert
Smith house and Heritage Orchard.

We regularly help peer institutions. While their
own community museum plans lie dormant, the
Mountain View Historical Association loaned us
a number of agricultural items, including an old
cutting table, a windmill and orchard ladders
which are on display in our outdoor exhibits. We
continue to advise the Palo Alto History Muse-
um group as they develop the old Roth Building,
hire staff, and create their plans for the future.

In addition to a stunning display of local artwork
in our exhibit Los Altos: Moving Art Forward, we
had the pleasure of working with artists in
“Project Los Altos: SFMOMA in Silicon Valley.”
Artist Mike Mills created an installation that
looked at the past, present and future of Los
Altos and its place in Silicon Valley, representing
the “past” of Los Altos with old issues of the Los
Altos Town Crier. Katerina Seda’s “Everything is
Perfect: Los Altos World Records” asked the
community to look inward and celebrate the
things that make them unique—a “world rec-
ord.” Not to be outdone, the Museum won for
most prolific artist - Anna Knapp Fitz, most pre-
WWII spice tins, oldest museum, and even larg-
est outhouse. It was great to participate in a
community event and it increased the muse-
um’s profile with visitors to the SFMOMA exhib-
its downtown.

“Peek into the Past”—each week the Los Altos
Town Crier publishes a photograph selected by
our collections staff, with a caption written by
our historian, Don McDonald. Often provoking
further public inquiry, it’s a steady reminder of
the museum’s connection to the community and
serves to connect the present with the past.

As major milestones occur in local institutions,
they often turn to the Museum. We helped the
Garden Club of Los Altos prepare for its 85"
anniversary; we house their archive which dates
back to the late 1920s. The Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills Newcomers Club donated their 1953-
63 minutes book from their first 10 years. It
gives insight into the social life the area leading
up to incorporation into two cities and is a testa-
ment to the welcoming nature of Los Altos, as
well as the changing role of women over time.

In the fundraising sector, we completed our
third year in the Legacy Incubator program
through the Silicon Valley Planned Giving Coun-
cil, and now have a board-designated fund and
policy for handling bequests and memorial gifts.

Awards!

The Los Altos History Museum was
recognized as a Top Museum by
Silicon Valley Business Journal, and
Best Museum in Silicon Valley by
My Out & About Magazine



Inspire

Hands-on history makes learning fun!
Enjoy family-friendly events year ‘round.
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Thank you to all
of our 2013-14

New to the Collections & Archives

This year we added almost
300 new records to the data-
base, increasing our ability to
answer inquiries from the
public and for exhibit use.
Cataloguing every item is mis-
sion-critical. Without a catalog
record, the object, for all in-
tents and purposes, doesn’t
“exist”—we simply don’t know
it is there. Our volunteers have
been critical in achieving a
total of 13,840 catalog records
in our database: 3,787 objects,
3,950 archival items, 5,606
photographs and 497 books.

A gorgeous late 1800s portrait
of Mary Byrne McKenzie was
donated by her family. In its
original ornate plaster frame,
it’s a charcoal portrait—a pho-
tograph with a charcoal over-
lay. She married orchardist
Michael McKenzie in San Ra-
fael in 1896, and came to live
in Los Altos. Over the years,
they acquired 36 acres in Los
Altos including what is now
Heritage Oaks Park and
McKenzie Park. There are still
descendants of the McKenzie
family living in Los Altos today.

Margaret Smith’s 17 volumes
of Appleton's Annual Cyclopae-
dia and Register of Important
Events of the Year came back
to her house here. Covering
various years in the 1880s,
Margaret gave the books to a
friend, who left them behind
when she moved. It's wonder-
ful to have objects belonging
to the Smiths return to what is
now their community’s Muse-
um.

volunteers!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jane Reed
Kristen Fuller
Nomi Trapnell
Marilyn Henderson
Ed Taft

Ginger Beman
Marie Backs
Maureen Fraser
Karen Purtich
Sande Stuart
Jim Thurber

Phyllis Dorricott
Dan Haley
Anne Roberts
Ginger Summit

MUSEUM AWARD WINNERS:

Margie Alving
Jim Coburn

Pat Fausett

Cris Johnson
Maddy McBirney
Helen Nolte

Phyllis Brown
Jan Davis
Gary Hedden
Noreen Letts
Mike McTighe
Margie Suozzo

Education Programs Served 1,553 Students

e 3rd Grade Tours:
e  4th Grade Tours:

483 students and 123 parent chaperones from 8 schools
545 students and 209 chaperones from seven schools

“Los Altos Art Works Enrich Our Lives and Community” was the topic for the Margaret Thomp-
son Historical Essay Contest, supporting our exhibit Los Altos: Moving Art Forward and the
SFMOMA exhibit Project Los Altos: SFMOMA in Silicon Valley. Coordinated with the City of Los
Altos and the Historical Commission, 525 essays were submitted from children in grades 3-6
from public and private schools as well as home-schooled students. The winners were treated to
an ice cream social on the museum patio; Pinewood School was the recipient of the trophy given

annually to the school with the most winners.

Volunteers Make it Work!

Lacking a microfilmed, searchable newspaper
archive, Judie Suelzle is leading the creation of
an index of key events in our history from the
Los Altos News beginning in 1950. Searching
out stories that show the growth of Los Altos
from a small stop on the Southern Pacificto a
bustling city, she has indexed 14 years so far.
The index is already being used to answer re-
search requests, and will provide the outline
for a new Arcadia book covering 1950-2000.

Margie Alving continues cataloguing a collec-
tion of letters belonging to Frank and Jose-
phine Duveneck; 38 are done, with many more
to go. Each record requires her to read and
summarize each letter and envelope and cre-
ate high-resolution scans of each letter. Other
known archives holding such letters are Stan-
ford’s Hoover Institution and the Smithsonian.

We once again welcomed Foothill College his-
tory students to engage (for class credit) with
the collections in a meaningful way, this year
through a project centered on using the news-
paper collection to research Los Altos during
WWII. One wrote: “I really enjoyed the experi-
ence... it was a whole lot different than reading

through books and gathering different sources
of information to write a paper.”

June Voorsanger worked to create an index of
early newspaper articles about the formation
of the Los Altos Fire Department. The index,
originally created for a researcher seeking loca-
tions of the volunteer fire department, was
used to help a researcher seeking information
about his great uncle, Charles Mohr, who
served as the volunteer assistant fire chief
during the 1930s and ‘40s. June’s index has
also been used to research photographs that
have been used in the Peek into the Past col-
umn in the Los Altos Town Crier.

Old homes are of frequent interest, so Pauline
Diestelhorst created a binder containing infor-
mation about our past home tours starting in
the early 1990s. Having all this information in
one place has been invaluable to researchers.
Pauline also completed extensive research
regarding the Murphy and Taaffe families,
both with local ties. We found so much won-
derful information we’re considering an exhi-
bition centered around these families and their
impact on California.



President’s Message

Our focus this past year has been to make
your history museum come to life as a com-
munity-centered, active resource for all ages,
recognizing our diverse populations and the
multitude of issues that we share. As a non-
profit, the only way that we are able to do the
work of this museum is with people like you,
who love our community and care about cul-
ture.

This past year we reached many of our board-
set goals with active participation in exciting
events, community-oriented exhibitions, a
record increase in attendance, supportive
volunteers, growing donor contributions,
more members and new community partners.

Our supportive board of directors continues
to ask, “who are we?” Although the answers
vary, in general the board feels that we are:

a community-centered cultural resource
devoted to the preservation of local history
guardians of stories and memories
storytellers of current social issues

a venue for creativity

With your support, we closed the year suc-
cessfully, strove to keep a handle on our am-
bitious goals and to be a relevant, contrib-
uting part of our community.

Thank you! Jane Reed, President 2013-14

Finance & Development

Income FY 2013-14

M Event Rentals W Grants
M Special Events B Donations
i Store M Misc.

1% 0%

Expenses FY 2013-14

M Personnel M Supplies & services

M Facilities

i Administration

Store:

INCOME & EXPENSE: Not including investment

income or capital project expenses.

Income (greatest to least) __ Total
$ 386,774 57%
125,500 19%

94,232 14%

Event Rentals
Grants

Special Events

Donations 61,592 9%
Store 6,954 1%
Misc. 1,197 0%
Total Income $ 676,249

Expenses (greatest to least) Total

$ 351,814 71%
79,026 16%
44,611 9%
19,778 4%

Total Expenses $ 495,229

Net $181,020

Personnel
Supplies & services
Administration

Facilities

CAPITAL PROJECTS EXPENSES: $14,671

INVESTMENTS: as of 6/30/14 $ 740,563

Train Days in September, Catch the Spirit in November, and the Sale of the Decade in

February all contributed to a very good year for the Museum Store. Our team of store
workers and buyers, new and experienced, were a key factor in our success; thank you!

Celebrate

Join us at gala parties, members-only events, tours
and receptions.

Volunteer Hours

Ranging from just one to over 770 hours
given in a year, 149 volunteers reported
10,665 hours. Leading the pack:

Gary Hedden (770)
Marie Backs (605)
Jane Reed (528)
Kristen Fuller (405)
Pinky Whelan (370)
Jeanne Foerster (360)

Marilyn Henderson (357)
Ann Foxen (357)

Rosie Birnel (312)
Carolyn Snyder (252)
Judy Dahl (245)

Judie Suelzle (214)

Laura Bajuk, Executive Director

Grace Perry, Assistant to the Executive Director
Stefanie Midlock, Assistant Collections Manager
Kristin Morris, Collections Specialist

Mark Perry, Facility & Rentals Manager
Faustino Carillo, Gardener




Thank You to Our 2013-14 Donors!

Over 600 individuals, organizations and businesses contributed to the Los Altos History Museum in membership, donations,
sponsorships and in-kind gifts. Every gift made a difference—your support is essential, and is so appreciated!

City of Los Altos Passerelle Investment Co.
Dean & LaVon Morton
Ted Birbilis

Ginger & Roger Summit

Nancy & Jerre Hitz
Becky & Jim Morgan
Ed & Pamela Taft
Fritz & Nomi Trapnell

Major Donors

Gary & Karen Campi
Los Altos Community Fdtn.

$500+
Laura & Doug Debs
Liz & Paul Nyberg
Kristen Fuller
Tom & Sheila Baker
Liz & Jerry Gard
Paul & Ellen Gonella
Mary E. McWilliams
Lois & Bob Adams
Jane Bryan-Jones
Jo Buchanan & Stuart Bowen,
Coldwell Banker
Peter & Patricia Castro
Jeanne MacVicar, Sereno Group
Le Boulanger
Ann Rando
Larry & Judie Suelzle
Richard Zalisk

$250+
Anonymous
Janis Ahmadjian-Baer
& Richard Baer
Marilyn & Bob Henderson
Phyllis Dorricott
Twila & Clay Woods
Norene Rickson
Olga Wholey
Ted & Judi Keyani
Caroline & Peter Landsbergen
Jane & John Reed
Art & Jean Carmichael
Nancy Ellickson
Sue & John Becker
Ginger & John Beman
Judy Bogard-Tanigami, Alain
Pinel
Bebe & B.J. Cassin
Coeta Chambers
Bryan Costello
Elayne & Phillip Dauber
John & Stevie Day
Jeanne & Paul Foerster
Laura Gwosden
Lawrence & Anne Hambly
Wayne & Judith Hooper
Boston Private Bank & Trust Co.
Jackie & Paul Kuckein
Peter & Sue LaTourrette
Paul & Antje Newhagen
Shelly Potvin & Michael Sutton,
Coldwell Banker

Gifts in Honor of:

Lois Adams
Dorothy Brown
Phyllis Dorricott
Kate Hangauer

Gordon Head
Caroline Landsbergen
Diana Cook Pearl
Bud Poole
Paul & Rose Shoup
Margaret & Gilbert Smith
Jane Spangler
Kenny Stratz
Train Days Team

$100+
Scott Miller, Elegant Floors
Neil & Karen Bonke
David & Dodie Boyd
Bob & Irene Brown
Faith & Dick Duhring
Barry & Irene Grenier
Olivia & Dan Haley
William & Yvonne Jacobson
Rory & Dan Kaplan
George & Ann Limbach
Beverly & Rich Marconi
Myrna Marshall
Joan & Al Merchant
Bill & Susan Miklos
Charlie L. Pack
Vicki & Dave Reeder
Duane & Anne Roberts
Bob & Diane Simmons
Idonna & Ed Snow
Waldo Griffin
Karen Purtich
Janny Bonsen
Larry Rhett, Quick Dog
Diane & Bob Claypool
Mario & Sally Chaves
Dean & Linda Clark
Ralph & Darlene Cowden
Pam & Doug Ellsworth
Janet Jezek
Armond & Marjorie King
David & Petrita Lipkin
George & Dorothy Mulhern
Joe Provines
Pat & Bob Reed
Joel & Ruth Richert
Richard Rinehart
Dick & Carol Sarno
Dan & Rachel Wagner
Jim & Emy Thurber
Jere & Jean Austin
Kenneth Averill
Jean Kenny
Terry Morrison
Kamrin Knight Desmond
Dolores Fuller
llona Lindauer, IKB
Mary Prochnow,
Prochnow Realtors
Pat Fausett
Robert M. Brown
Jim & Frances Coburn
Margaret Abe
Judy Adams
Holly Agbayani
Abby Ahrens
Margie Alving
Christina & Eugene Ammann
Dennis & Janet Austin
Jane Babicz
Dave & Marie Backs
Jimi & Ned Barnholt
Dick & Linda Blanding
Gerry & Mardell Blaufarb
Eloise & Charles Bodine
Judy Bogard & Hide Tanigami
Christian & Nancy Bremeau
Bridges Community Church
Bill Bryson
Pedro & Diana Burchio
Mary-Carol & Nels Burdett
Frank & Hyla Cameron
Garden Club of Los Altos
Wiley & Nancy Carter
Robin Chapman
Bruce & Gail Chizen
Cindy Chu
Claire-Noelle Chun & Mark Noga
Carol & Chet Clark
Vivian Conly
Sonia Cook
Nancy & lJitze Couperus
Tom & Lori Cox
Arne & Carol Croce
David & Ann Crockett

Bob & Marilyn DeGrasse
Nick Dunckel
Glen & Linda Eckols
Harry & Karen Emerzian
Richard & Judy Fimmel
Ann & Tom Foxen
Lew and Maureen Fraser
Linda Gass
Charlene Geers, Coldwell Banker
Previews
Nancy & Stephen Gill
Don & Suzanne Gladstone
Hon Mai & Joseph Goodman
Kenneth & Anne Graham
Kirk & Kathryn Hanson
James & Arline Harper
Susan Hayward
Gary & Pat Hedden
Heritage Academy
Bob & Jane Herman
Yvonne Iwasaki
Ben & Sylvia Johnson
Steve & Ellen Katz
Mary & Les Kaye
Jack & Carol Kelly
Michele & Steve Kirsch
Craig Kozy, DeMartini Orchard
Crysta Krames
Ralph & Carol Kuiper
Ron & Marilyn Labetich
Bart and Elizabeth Lane
Jan & Jack Lapidos
Marian Lofgren & Lester Earnest
Greg Loney
Los Altos Town Crier
Bert & Kaye Loughmiller
Dave & Jenny MacEwen
Marilyn Manning and Richard Lon-
ergan
Bill and Jane Marshall
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Matthews
Dale Shoup Mayer
Mabel & Bill Mayhood
Tim McClenahan
Chris & Webb McKinney
Barbara & Jean Mordo
Kristin Morris and Henri Berger
Clinton & Susan Nagy
Alice Nuzzo, Sereno Group
Ann & Bud Oliver
Bill & Sally Palmer
Robert & Anna Perri
Duffy Price
Kathleen & Glen Putman
Gene & Dianne Ravizza
Joe & Sandi Renati
Patricia Robison & Ursula Cremona,
Alain Pinel
Kris & Denis Salmon
Irene & Dick Sasaki
Robert & Geraldine Schultz
Edward & Elizabeth Sesek
Joan Sherlock
Michael Singleton
Charles & Eleanor Six
Sally Slavin
Karen & Tom Smith
Robert & Candace Smith
Susie & Windell Smith
David & Jeanne Spaulding
Anne Spencer
Tom and Nancy Stevens
Jeff & Sharon Stricker
Rosalinda Taymor
Bea Teer
Margaret Thompson
Elizabeth & Paul Tucker
Paul & Karen Van Buren
Frank & Marian Verlot
Barbara & Gary Waldeck
Pinky Whelan
Patti & Ed White
Steve Wilhelm & Carole Wunderlich
Audrey Williams

Under $100
Mavis and John Mudge
Malcolm Clark
Karen Jenney
Janet Lull
Annemarie Rosengreen
Marzette Woods
Alan Bagley
Rosamond Bray
June Nielson
Don & Betty Ostrus
Katherine Adams
Lou Antonioli
Teri Berwick
Mary Ericsson
Nora Haley
Edna Pear
Patricia Peterson
Janie Rempel
Renie Scherer
Patricia Schonberg
Sue Smith
Janice Sommer
Donna & Edward Vocke
Jack & Janice Heidmiller
Etty Huynen
Alison Lindell
James & Marge Shively
Cliff & Betty Kancler
Marie-Anne Harris
Gretchen Bue
Janet Coggins
Miriam Marr
Evelyn Snell Troedson
Mike Abrams
Ted & Marcia Adams
Phil & Brigitte Ahlfeldt
David Alles
Martin & Joan Alter
Kenneth & Linda Alvares
Charlene Amherd
Judy Anderson
Mary Anderson
Roger & Marge Anderson
Marilyn Arnett
Lauren Arnold-Dick
Toni Bagley
lan Band
Mark & Kay Barchas
Brent & Kris Beagle
Philip & Diane Bergh
David & JuliAnne Bider
Crownie & Martin Billik
Larry & Carla Bjork
Pete & Ann Bjorklund
Carla Bottenfield & Jim Kermode
John & Joan Bower
Henry & Marilyn Brook
Lou & Trudi Brossard
Art & Margaret Brown
Phyllis Brown
Marge and Mike Bruno
Lenore & Sam Cambouris
Patricia J. Campbell
Kevin & Susan Canty
Jennifer & Brian Carlstrom
Jane & John Challas
Cam & Albert Chan
Barbara & Dick Clapp
Cathy and Steve Combs
Jim & Jane Corfield
Carl & Marlene Cottrell
Sybil Cramer

John Crawford & Lauren Hasenhuttl

Marjo & Harry Cuddy
Judy & Bob Dahl
Paula Danz
Wayne & Sabra Dexter
Glen & Pauline Diestelhorst
Bill & Ginny Dolan
Stoney & Jan Edwards
Merry Edwardson
Cille & Frank Emery
Ruth & Wallace Erichsen
Philip & Sheila Faillace
Patrick and Betty Farrell

Tim & Lynne Farrell
Nancy Federman
Bob & Jan Fenwick
Carole Flaxman
Kristi & John Foxgrover
Chet & Pat Frankenfield
Don & Pat Frischmann
Joy Frost
Bob Galen
John Galli & Christine Talbot
Lloyd & Shirley Gano
Lonnie Gary
Charlie & Jean Golden
Margaret Gould & Ki Cotter
Tania Granoff & Robert Olson
Wayne & Marlene Grove
Deanna & David Gustavson
Rona & Jack Haderle
Sterling & Freida Haidt
Frankie Harrington
Dotty & Terry Hayes
Raymond & Elsa Heald
Scott Hegedus
Helen Helson
Dick & Paulette Henning
Cathy & Cary Hill
George & Judy Hill
Bob & Sue Hiller
Fred & Leelane Hines
Judy & Tom Hogan
Carol & Don Holmes
Ms. Scott Hubbard
Barbara Huston
Paul & Birgitta Indaco
Dina & Neil Jacobson
David & Karen Jessen
Betty Johnson
Sheryl & Dennis Johnson
Judith & Ken Joy
Isamu & Toshiko Kagawa
Tadashi & Grace Kagawa
Norman & Kathy Kitching
Lothar Kleiner
Ray & Janet Klinke
Larry & Bernis Kretchmar
Dilip Kumar
Mary & Murray Kuperman
Betty Latta
Wendell & Doris Lehr
Noreen Letts
Dick & Christine Liewer
Ineke Ligtenberg
Alan & Jean Limbach
Thomas & Robin Liston
Alice Loughry
Jim & Julia Lovin
Douglas & Candace Lublin
Rob & Cindy Luenberger
Brett & Pamela Lytle
Duncan & Jeanne MacVicar
Sue Makler
Mitzi Marcum
Mary Mason
Jeffrey Mayer and E. Tacy Witter
Barbara & Tom McCarthy
Paul & Sally McGrew
The Meier Family
Fae & Fred Melmon
Jan Meyer
Pat & Eric Millar
E. Mireault
Kathy & Roy Mize
Mal & Tak Mori
Richard & Susan Moss
Tracie & Jerry Murray
Hank & Chris Nagao
Ann & Warren Nelson

Steven & Sharon Newton
Flemming & Diane Nielsen
Clyde & Lois Noel
Rod & Roxanne Norville
JoAnne & Jim O'Briant
Dan & Pat O'Donnell
Terry & Vicki Oldberg
Barbara Olsen
Kris Olson-Potter
Leo & Charlene Ott
Ann Pagacian
Earl & Joan Pampeyan
Ken & Terry Parker
Janis Pepper
Jolly Perkocha
Keith Peterson
Barbara & Howard Phillips
Darwin & Donna Poulos
Sharon Poulsen
Betty Mitchell Powell
Charles Leslie Pue
John & Lana Ralston
Viresh Ratnakar
David & Sally Ricci
Wells & Jean Richter
Megan & Mark Riese
Virginia Roberts
Doug Roston
Norman & Jean Rousseau
Paula Salomaa
Rita & Wallace Sampson
Megan Satterlee
Bill and Vi Schick
Mary Lynne Schoenbeck
Norma Schroder & Tony Lima
Ed & Linda Schroeder
Eugene & Nancy Sharp
Tom & Elena Shea
Julia Simmons
Annette & Bob Simon
Roger & Jo Skinner
Lenelle & David Smith
Ruth & Allen Smith
Sharon Smullin
Ted & Sue Sorensen
Sue & Marty Spangler
Mary Jo & Les Spring

Al & Marilyn Stratz
Leonard & Carol Sutton
Buzz & Penny Thayer
Linda Gail Thomason
Jack Tooley
Evelyn Toy
Al & Nancy Traficanti
Sally & Ed Truitt
Lori Tuttle
Mary Van Tamelen
Guido & Barbara Van Thillo
Stephen Vigmond
Erna & Erik Werner
Fran Whealan
Margaret Whitehorn
Robert Wilhelm
John & Lee Wooldridge
Cynthia Wordell
Garry & Nancy Wride
Amy Wright & William Parkhurst
Susan & Mick Wuth
Bill & Karla Young
Marie & Cary Young
Connie Young Yu
Coleman & Betsy Youngdahl
Steve Yvaska
Lucy & Dan Zemanek
John Zotz

And more— thank you!

Matching Gifts from:

Adobe, Apple, IBM, Johnson & Johnson
the David & Lucile Packard Fdtn.




